
As you enjoy your stroll, don’t forget that the 
rich wildlife you are seeing depends on good 
habitat management. Livestock grazing 
maintains good conditions for the unique plant 
communities and woodland is coppiced to 
benefit orchids, butterflies and dormice. 

Spring and summer is a time when important 
wildlife such as reptiles and dormice are 
monitored so that we can establish whether 
conservation management is working and how 
it could be improved.

Bredhurst Woodland Action Group (BWAG) was 
formed in 2005 by six residents to address the 
serious abuse and neglect of Bredhurst Woods. The 
site was covered with commercial scale fly-tipping, 
burnt out cars and public paths were impassable 
due to the illegal use of off-road vehicles. Wildlife in 
the area was in decline. Thankfully, all this has now 
changed…

BWAG has grown into a successful and nationally 
recognised community project with nearly 400 
members. Bredhurst Woods are now enjoyed by an 
increasing number of walkers and horse riders and 
wildlife is thriving.  

Please visit www.bwag.org.uk for details of 
forthcoming nature and social events and details of 
the BWAG Membership Scheme - please consider 
joining. Your support will help conserve the site for 
future generations.  
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These are closely 
followed by the 
delicate white drifts 
of wood anemone, 
which themselves are 
a restful overture to 
the main act: the vivid 
drama of bluebells in 
April and May. Many 
other plants play a role in the show – yellow archangel, 
red campion, herb paris and rare orchids such as narrow-
lipped helleborine, lady and fly orchid.

This is no random collection of species – it is a distinct 
plant community that is characteristic of woodlands in the 
North Downs. Many of the species are ‘ancient woodland 
indicators’, the presence of which tells us that Bredhurst 
Woods date back to at least 1600, and probably much 
further.

While the main event may be going on in the woodlands, 
in the species-rich grasslands around them, cowslips and 
violets make an appearance, 
offering nectar for the first insects. 
The downs will have their moment 
of glory soon enough.

As May progresses, trees come 
fully into leaf and their shade is a 
curtain falling on the show in the 
woodland. In glades and coppiced 
areas, as spring becomes summer, 
you will still see some plants flowering, such as greater 
butterfly (below) and common spotted orchids, but the 
main attraction is now to be found on the downs.

In May, June and July a staggering 
array of wild plants comes into flower. 
Chalk downland is one of Britain’s most 
florally diverse habitats, rivalling rain 
forests for the sheer density of species. 
Among the more distinctive are 
common rock-rose, wild thyme, wild 

marjoram, ladies bedstraw, yellow-wort, 
small scabious, horseshoe vetch and 
common milkwort. Chalk grassland is 
renowned for its orchids and one of the 
highlights is the show of hundreds of 
pyramidal and fragrant orchids in May 
and June. Harder to come by are the 
man and bee orchids. Two nationally rare 
plants, ground pine and field eryngo, 
have also recently been recorded.

Butterflies

Butterflies are perhaps the most 
familiar insects, with the 
appearance of early species such 
as brimstone a sure sign that 
spring has arrived. Summer 
species you may see in the 
woods include the ringlet and 
speckled wood, while the 
common blue and meadow 
brown prefer the open 
downlands. The presence 
of marbled whites, green 
hairstreaks, chalkhill blues 
and the rare adonis blue in 
these grasslands is proof of 
their high quality.

A country walk in spring and summer is a feast 
for the senses and the habitats in and around 
Bredhurst Woods offer many sights and sounds 
to enjoy. There is the breathtaking spectacle of 
spring wild flowers and the dawn chorus. On 
the open downs - Day Valley and Strawberry 
Banks - there’s the summer buzz of insects and 
the visual feast of orchids, chalk herbs and 
butterflies. 

Wild flowers

If you are a regular walker you will know that there are 
few more welcome sites than the first wild flowers of the 
year. Primroses and other brave early blooms signal that 
winter is on it’s way out and that soon the woods will be 
ablaze with colour.

The first large 
splashes of colour 
you will usually see 
are cuckoo flowers 
and lesser celan-
dines in March. Primrose
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Exmoor ponies belonging to 
Kent Wildlife Trust have been 
used to graze scrubbed -over 
chalk grassland at the edge of 
the woodland.

The internationally protected 
hazel dormouse is monitored by 
checking nest boxes between 
April and October. Please do not 
disturb boxes if you find them.

These volunteers from 
the Kent Amphibian and 
Reptile Group and BWAG 
are putting down pieces of 
roofing felt and corrugated 
tin called ‘refugia’.  These 
materials warm up quickly 
in the sun and reptiles are 
attracted to them - this 
makes them easier to 
monitor. Please do not 
disturb refugia if you see 
them.



Other insects 

While feasting your eyes on butterflies your ears can enjoy 
the chirping of many crickets (including the uncommon 
Roesel’s bush cricket), and the buzz of countless bees, 
wasps and flies. Among the myriad different species 
recorded here are the weevil-hunting wasp Cerceris 
quinquefasciata, and the large mining bee Andrena 
hattorfiana, both of which are listed in the Red Data Book 
of endangered species. Look out for the distinctive red 
and black burnet moth, which flies during the day.

Despite the lack of water in the area, you should see 
dragonflies in the woods in summer. Watch out for the 
migrant hawker resting in vegetation and the distinctive 
red body of the common darter. At night, a host of moth 
species take to the air – well over 100 different species 
have been recorded – and glow worms can be seen in 
scrubby areas.

Reptiles

First thing on a warm summer’s day is the best time to see 
reptiles.  They bask in the sun, but before they are warmed 
up, they are rather sluggish and easier to spot. Common 
lizards bask on south-facing banks and on tree stumps. 
Slow-worms are harder to see as they prefer a bit of cover. 

Bredhurst’s most important reptile is the 
adder - a species sadly declining in Kent. 
You are most likely to see them on the 
south-facing parts of the downs where 
vegetation is rougher. This is a venomous 
snake so should be observed from a safe 
distance.

Birds

If you are a regular visitor to woodlands 
in spring you will know that their bird life 
is much more often heard than seen. The 
familiar teacher-teacher of the ‘tell-tale’ 
great tit, and the drumming of great and 
lesser spotted woodpeckers, are often 
the first signs of birds setting up their 
breeding territories. Wren, blue tit and 
chaffinch soon join in. You may hear a 
cuckoo passing overhead. 

As spring progresses some special visitors arrive: chiff-
chaff, blackcap, garden warbler and willow warbler are 
migrant warblers who come to the UK to breed (although 
a few may over-winter). The best time to hear birdsong is 
early morning, and the ‘dawn chorus’ builds to a crescendo 
in early May. One of its finest contributors is the song 
thrush, which is easily identifiable because it repeats every 
phrase. This sharply declining species is on the conserva-
tion Red List. Another Red List bird present in Bredhurst 
Woods, but far from a virtuoso singer, is the bullfinch. 
Nightingales 
have been heard 
and as coppicing 
work progresses 
we hope they 
will breed in 
the woods.  Two 
woodland birds 
of prey – 
sparrowhawk 
and hobby - 
breed here in 
small numbers.

Out on the downs there is lots to hear. 
Skylarks sing high overhead from March 
onwards. Listen for the ‘yaffle’ call of the 
green woodpecker, and the ‘little-bit-
of-bread-but-no-cheese’ song of the 
yellowhammer. Whitethroats and lesser 
whitethroats sing from scrub and 
hedgerows. Kestrels are a common sight 
hovering over the grasslands and you 
might see a buzzard, now Britain’s 
commonest raptor, soaring overhead.

Mammals

While the bird life of Bredhurst betrays 
it presence with song, the woodland’s 
mammals are much more secretive. If 
you’re lucky you may catch a glimpse of 

a vole or hear the high-pitched squeak of a shrew. Wood 
mice and yellow-necked mice are nocturnal, as is the 
woodland’s most important mammal resident, the hazel 
dormouse. This declining species is protected by 
international law.

Moving up the size scale, weasels and stoats hunt in the 
woods, rabbits being a favourite prey. Their larger cousin, 
the badger, lives in a number of setts throughout the 
woodland, leaving tell-tale piles of droppings in small 
pits. The fox is the top mammal predator in these parts; 
nowadays frequently seen in towns but still elusive in rural 
parts. The mammal you are most likely to see is the grey 
squirrel – an introduced species that has thrived to the 
detriment of the native red squirrel. A number of bat 
species make their home in and around the woods, 
including pipistrelle and brown long-eared.
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